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HOW TO REGISTER  
 

Register online at www.uianet.org  
 
Registration fees: 

• UIA MEMBER – Including the 2 sessions    € 60* 

• NON-MEMBER – Including the 2 sessions    € 80* 

 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email explaining how to join 
the webinar.  
 
Please note that the number of places is limited. The organisers reserve the 
right to refuse registrations in the event of excess applications. Admission will 
be on a first come – first served basis and will only be confirmed upon receipt 
in full of the registration fees. 
 
*Amounts exclusive of VAT. The VAT (20%) can be applied to the amount stated 
above according to the European Directive 2006/112/CE of November 28, 
2006. If you have one, please provide your EU VAT ID number. For more 
information, please contact the UIA.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

The Covid-19 pandemic has been a global phenomenon, prompting 
virtually all States around the globe to take measures to address this 
unprecedented public health situation.  Many such measures have 
had significant impacts on foreign investors, and it is expected that 
many disputes will arise in investor-State dispute settlement (ISDS) 
between foreign investors and Host States under the vast network of 
international investment agreements (IIAs) in place across the globe 
today, including bilateral investment treaties, free trade agreements, 
and other treaties with investment provisions.  
 

In Session 1, the panellists provide an overview of the topic from the 
perspective of Host States, exploring best practices in State 
management of pandemic-related investment disputes as well as the 
re-negotiation of investment treaties in order to increase 
preparedness for the next pandemic.  Speakers will also share insights 
from recent engagements with Host States, including developing 
countries preparing for claims expected to arise from pandemic-
related measures. 
 

In Session 2, the panellists provide an overview of the topic from the 
perspective of foreign investors, exploring examples of State 
responses to the pandemic that could give rise to claims against Host 
States for violations of investment protections.  This session also 
addresses such practical concerns as how investors may recognize 
potential claims in ISDS, the process of preparing for and advancing 
such claims, considerations that should inform any careful 
preliminary analysis of the viability of such claims and pre-arbitral 
strategies aimed at exploring opportunities for negotiation and early 
settlement or other means of resolving such disputes. 
 

LANGUAGE 
 

The working language will be 
English. 

 
CONTINUING LEGAL 

EDUCATION 
 

Every participant attending the 
Webinar will receive a 
“Certificate of Participation” at 
the end of the event that 
may be to obtain “Credits” for 
“Continuing Legal Education”. 
 
CONTACT & INFORMATION 

 

Please do not hesitate to 
contact us at 

uiacentre@uianet.org or by 
phone +33 1 44 88 55 66 

should you have any questions. 
 

INTRODUCTION & GENERAL INFORMATION 
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SESSION 1 - Investment Disputes from the 
COVID-19 Pandemic: Recognizing & 
Responding to a Claim (Host State & 
Developing Country Perspectives) 
Tuesday, November 23  
from 3:00 PM CET to 5:00 PM CET (Paris time) 
from 9:00 AM EST to 11:00 AM EST (New York) 
 
Welcome and Opening of the Webinar 

• Hervé CHEMOULI, UIA President, 2C Avocats, Paris, 
France 

• Eduardo LORENZETTI MARQUES, Immediate past 
President of the UIA Foreign Investment commission, 
Studio Lorenzetti Marques / Ughi e Nunziante, Sao Paulo, 
Brazil / Milan, Italy 
 

- PART A: Topical Presentations – 
from 3:00 PM CET to 3:55 PM CET (Paris time) 

 
Moderator  

• Raja BOSE, Partner and International Arbitration 
Practice Group Coordinator (Asia), K&L Gates Straits Law 
LLC, Singapore 

 
Panellists: 

Overview of International Investment Agreements & 
Investor-State Dispute Settlement 

• Raja BOSE, Partner and International Arbitration 
Practice Group Coordinator (Asia), K&L Gates Straits Law 
LLC, Singapore 

 

Pandemic-Related Investor-State Disputes & State 
Responsibility 

• Rob HOUSTON, Senior Associate, International 
Arbitration, K&L Gates Straits Law LLC, Singapore 

• Hena SIAL, Associate, Construction and 
Infrastructure/International Arbitration, K&L Gates LLP, 
Doha, Qatar 

 

Challenges Facing Least Developed Countries (LDCs)  

• Alessandra MISTURA, Program Coordinator, 
Commercial and Economic Law, International 
Development Law Organization, Rome, Italy 

 

 

Arbitral Tribunal Perspectives on Pandemic-Related 
Investor-State Disputes 

• Gabriel BOTTINI, International Arbitrator & Partner, 
Uría Menéndez, Madrid, Spain 

 

Host State Perspectives on the Design of International 
Investment Agreements 

• Marisa RAZEEK, Co-Founder, MEND Associates, Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia 

 
Questions & Answers 

 

- BREAK – 
from 3:55 PM CET to 4:00 PM CET (Paris time) 

 

- PART B: Roundtable Discussion – 
from 4:00 PM CET to 5:00 PM CET (Paris time) 

 
Moderator  

• Raja BOSE, Partner and International Arbitration 
Practice Group Coordinator (Asia), K&L Gates Straits Law 
LLC, Singapore 

 
Panellists: 

• Alessandra MISTURA, Program Coordinator, 
Commercial and Economic Law, International 
Development Law Organization, Rome, Italy 

• Luigi CASCONE, Partner, Ughi e Nunziante, Rome, Italy 

• Marisa RAZEEK, Co-Founder, MEND Associates, Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia 

• Rob HOUSTON, Senior Associate, International 
Arbitration, K&L Gates Straits Law LLC, Singapore 
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SESSION 2 - Investment Disputes from the 
COVID-19 Pandemic:  Recognizing & 
Evaluating a Claim (Investor Perspective) 
Wednesday, November 24 
from 3:00 PM CET to 5:00 PM CET (Paris time) 
from 9:00 AM EST to 11:00 AM EST (New York) 
 
Welcome and Opening of the Session 

• Eduardo LORENZETTI MARQUES, Immediate past 
President of the UIA Foreign Investment commission, 
Studio Lorenzetti Marques / Ughi e Nunziante, Sao Paulo, 
Brazil / Milan, Italy 
 
- PART A: Topical Presentations – 
from 3:00 PM CET to 3:55 PM CET (Paris time) 

 
Moderator  

• Ian MEREDITH, Partner, International Arbitration 
Practice Group, K&L Gates LLP, London, United Kingdom 

 
Panellists 

Overview of International Investment Agreements & 
Investor-State Dispute Settlement 

• Ian MEREDITH, Partner, International Arbitration 
Practice Group, K&L Gates LLP, London, United Kingdom 

 
Recognizing a Claim in Pandemic-Related Investor-State 
Disputes 

• Matt WELDON, Partner and International Arbitration 
Practice Group Coordinator (Americas), K&L Gates LLP, 
New York, NY, USA 

 
Procedural Considerations in Pandemic-Related Investor-
State Disputes 

• Jara MÍNGUEZ ALMEIDA, Team Leader, International 
Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID), 
Washington, DC, USA 

 
Substantive Considerations in Pandemic-Related 
Investor-State Disputes 

• Claudia FRUTOS-PETERSON, Managing Partner, Curtis, 
Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle LLP, Washington, DC, USA 

 
Public International Law Implications of Pandemic-
Related Investor-State Disputes 

• Makane Moïse MBENGUE, Professor of International 
Law, University of Geneva, Geneva, Switzerland 

Questions & Answers 

 

- BREAK – 
from 3:55 PM CET to 4:00 PM CET (Paris time) 

 

- PART B: Roundtable Discussion – 
from 4:00 PM CET to 5:00 PM CET (Paris time) 

 
Moderator  

• Ian MEREDITH, Partner, International Arbitration 
Practice Group, K&L Gates LLP, London, United Kingdom 

 
Panellists: 

• Luigi CASCONE, Partner, Ughi e Nunziante, Rome, Italy 

• Claudia FRUTOS-PETERSON, Managing Partner, Curtis, 
Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle LLP, Washington, DC, USA 

• Matt WELDON, Partner and International Arbitration 
Practice Group Coordinator (Americas), K&L Gates LLP, 
New York, NY, USA 

• Makane Moïse MBENGUE, Professor of International 
Law, University of Geneva, Geneva, Switzerland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UIA Bringing Together the World’s Lawyers 
 

The UIA is a global and multi-cultural organization for the 
legal profession. Created in 1927, the UIA brings together 
members from more than 120 countries. The UIA facilitates 
professional development and international exchange of 
information and ideas, promotes the rule of law, defends 
the independence and freedom of lawyers worldwide, and 
emphasises friendship, collegiality, and networking among 
members. 
 

Today, the UIA reaches around two million lawyers through 
its individual and collective members (bar associations, 
lawyers’ federations, and organisations) worldwide. 
 

Several types of membership are available, depending on 
your profile and the country in which you practice law. 
 

Join the UIA and become a member of the world’s 
strongest network of lawyers 
 

You can participate in the work of the 43 UIA commissions 
and share your experience with professionals from all over 
the world, during seminars, training courses and the UIA 
annual congress. 
 

You will also be able to join forces with the UIA Institute for 
the Rule of Law (UIA-IROL), which, each year, provides its 
support to lawyers who cannot freely practice their 
profession. Everywhere in the world where rights of 
defence are threatened or the proper administration of 
justice is hindered, the UIA will make your voice heard. 

www.uianet.org 

PROGRAMME 
 



INVESTED IN INVESTOR- 
STATE ARBITRATION

Our International Arbitration team has handled 
some of the most complex, sensitive, and high-
stakes investor-state dispute settlements across 
the globe. With more than 100 of our arbitration 
lawyers across 33 offices handling disputes 
totaling US$13.5 billion, we have invested in 
the resources, knowledge, and experience to 
handle matters at the host-state level and across 
international jurisdictions.

K&L Gates LLP. Global counsel across five continents.  

Learn more at klgates.com/investor-state-arbitration.



 
 

CANCELLATION CONDITIONS AND GENERAL CONDITIONS 
 

CANCELLATION CONDITIONS 
 
All cancellations will be subject to a 50% deduction and will 
have to be sent in writing, to be received by the 
International Association of Lawyers (UIA – Union 
Internationale des Avocats) no later than November 9, 
2021. No refund will be made for cancellations received 
after this date. 
 
A participant, who cannot attend, may send a substitute 
participant without any additional cost. Please inform the 
UIA in writing (uiacentre@uianet.org) prior to the event. 
 
 
GENERAL CONDITIONS 
 
All registrations received by the International Association 
of Lawyers (UIA – Union Internationale des Avocats) along 
with the full payment of fees corresponding to the events 
selected will be confirmed in writing. If you have not 
received an email confirmation within 48 hours after your 
registration, please contact the team at 
uiacentre@uianet.org 
 
The UIA reserves the right to cancel or postpone the 
webinar to a later date, change the programme, make any 
corrections or modifications in the information published 
in the programme and cancel any invitation to participate 
in the webinar, at any time and at their entire discretion, 
without having to provide any reasons for the same. 
Neither the UIA, nor any of its managers, employees, 
agents, members or representatives shall be held 
responsible for any loss or damage, of any nature, suffered 
(directly or indirectly) by a delegate, accompanying person 
or a third party following any cancellations, changes, 
postponements or modifications. 
  
Neither the UIA, nor any of its managers, employees, 
agents, members or representatives shall be held 
responsible for any loss or damage, of any nature 
whatever, suffered (directly or indirectly) by a delegate or 
accompanying person, except in case of death or personal 
injury due to gross negligence by the UIA. 
 
The contractual relations between the UIA and each 
participant (delegate) in relation to the webinar are 
subject to French law and jurisdiction, to the exclusion of 
any other law. Paris is the city of jurisdiction. 
 
FILMING, PHOTOGRAPHY AND SOUND RECORDING  
In registering for our events, delegates and speakers grant 
permission to the UIA, its agents and others working under 
its authority, to film, record or photograph at its events. It 
is understood that these recordings and photographs may 
be used for promotional, news, online/multimedia and/or 

marketing purposes for the promotion of the organisation 
and its events. If you wish to be excluded from any 
recording or photograph, please email us at 
uiacentre@uianet.org at the time of your registration. 
 
FORCE MAJEURE 
 “Force majeure” means any events external to the 
parties, of both an unforeseeable and insurmountable 
nature that prevents either the client or the participants, 
or the agency or service providers involved in organising 
the event, from executing all or part of the obligations 
provided for in the present agreement. By express 
agreement, such will be the case in the event of a strike 
affecting the means of transport, hotel staff, air traffic 
controllers, an insurrection, a riot or any prohibition 
whatsoever decreed by governmental or public 
authorities. 
 
It is expressly agreed that for the parties, a case of force 
majeure would suspend the execution of their reciprocal 
obligations. At the same time, each of the parties shall 
bear the burden of all the expenses incumbent upon 
them, resulting from the case of force majeure. 
 
 

PERSONAL DATA PROTECTION 
The personal data that you communicate to us shall be 
processed by the International Association of Lawyers (UIA – 
Union Internationale des Avocats), with its registered office at 9 
rue du Quatre-Septembre – 75002 Paris (Tel: +33 1 44 88 55 66 
- Fax: +33 1 44 88 55 77 - privacy@uianet.org), in accordance 
with Act No. 78-17 of January 6, 1978 relating to data, files and 
freedoms and Regulation No. 2016/679 on data protection, as 
of its entry into force on May 25, 2018. Your data will be 
managed by UIA's General Services, Events and Accounts 
Section: 
• For the purpose of administering your registration for the 

event and your on-site access to the event; 
• In order to pay for the selected services - your bank details will 

be deleted after receipt of your payment; 
• In order to communicate information messages from UIA. 
To the extent necessary for the execution of their respective 
tasks, our subcontractors in charge of our event organisation, 
our IT infrastructure, our management, the production and 
maintenance of our website and extranet, are likely to gain 
access to your data from time to time. Their servers are located 
in the European Union. 
Data relating to your participation in the event shall be stored 
for a period of 10 years. We are obliged to archive billing data 
until the end of the period required for our tax and accounting 
obligations, i.e. for 7 full tax years. We shall store your contact 
information to keep you informed until you ask us to stop. You 
have the right to access your data and have it corrected if 
necessary. 
You may object to any processing of your data undertaken by us 
for the purposes of our legitimate interests. If you wish for more 
information, or to lodge a complaint, please contact CNIL 
(French Data Protection Authority). 
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