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Prof. Krystian Markiewicz 
President of the National Board 
Polish Judges Association ‘IUSTITIA’ 
ul. Przyokopowa 33 
01-208 Warsaw 
Poland 
Email: biuro@iustitia.pl  
 
The Hon. G. Tony Pagone, QC, President 
International Association of Judges 
Palazzo di Giustizi 
Piazza Cavour 
00193 Roma, Italy 
Email: secretariat@iaj-uim.org;  
eapagone@pagone.com.au 
 
 
Re: March of 1000 Robes 
 
 
Dear Presidents Markiewicz and Pagone: 
 
I am writing in my capacity as President of UIA (International Association of Lawyers), the world’s 
oldest, most multi-cultural international law association. We recently learned that the Polish judiciary 
has called for the legal profession throughout Europe to join in the March of 1000 Robes - Marsz 
Tysiąca Tóg - on January 11, 2020, to defend the Rule of Law in Poland and, in particular, the 
independence of the judiciary.  
 
We respectfully request that your organizations express to all involved UIA’s unwavering support of 
this critical initiative. UIA further asks that you express its full solidarity with the Polish judges who 
have shown such courageous determination and commitment to preserving their independence and 
defending the essential principles of their profession, which are essential to maintaining the Rule of 
Law in Poland.  
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UIA also encourages the Polish and the international legal communities to do all they can to 
demonstrate their support for the efforts of the Polish judiciary to defend itself from attacks on its 
independence. In that regard, we commend and take pride in the commitment shown by several of 
UIA’s member associations, which have joined in the request by Polish judges that the European legal 
community participate in the January 11 march.  
 
Over the last several years, our organisation has observed with great concern the so-called judicial 
“reform” which began in Poland in 2015. UIA has repeatedly warned Polish authorities that the 
“reform” posed a grave threat to the Rule of Law. We strongly urged the Polish government to 
reconsider its position and to ensure full respect of the principles of the Rule of Law, including the 
separation of powers and the independence of the judiciary. To that end, the UIA Governing Board, at 
our 63rd Annual Congress in Luxembourg in November 2019, adopted a resolution, which we attach, 
affirming our commitment to the protection of the Rule of Law and the independence of the judiciary 
in Poland.  
 
UIA firmly believes that the legal community must speak out with a single and resonant voice to insist 
that Polish authorities cease their assault on the judiciary and immediately implement the binding 
judgments of the Court of Justice of the European Union. UIA also encourages the Polish government 
to comply with the international treaties to which it is party, as required by law. 
 
Please rest assured that UIA is dedicated to the principle that lawyers throughout the world play a 
critical role as privileged guardians of citizens’ rights and defenders of the Rule of Law, including the 
independence of the judiciary. We will do all in our power to continue to promote and defend the Rule 
of Law in Poland and elsewhere.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
 

 
________________________ 
Jerome Roth 
UIA President 
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Mr. Jacek Trela, President 
Naczelna Rada Adwokacka 
ul. Świętojerska 16 
00-202 Warsaw, Poland 
Email: info@nra.pl  
 

Mr. Maciej Bobrowicz, President 
Krajowa Rada Radców Prawnych 
Al. Ujazdowskie 18 lok 4 
00-478 Warsaw, Poland 
Email: kirp@kirp.pl 
 

Mr. Mikołaj Pietrzak, Dean 
Okręgowa Rada Adwokacka w Warszawie  
Al. Ujazdowskie 49 
00-536 Warsaw, Poland 
Email: ora.warszawa@adwokatura.pl 
 

Prof. Maciej Gutowski, Dean 
Okręgowa Rada Adwokacka w Poznaniu 
ul. Konopnickiej 15 
60-771 Poznan, Poland 
Email: ora.poznan@adwokatura.pl 
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